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Sunday,  March 26,  2017  |   The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Upcoming Events & Opportunities to Serve
 
 

Welcome	  to worship at HopeGateWay!  
We’re so glad you’re here today! We’d like to get to know you, 
so please fill out a visitor card, and join us for conversation,  
a cup of coffee or tea, and a bite to eat! 
 
Sundays at HopeGateWay  
   9:00 am Worship Celebration  //  509 Forest Ave. 
 10:15 am Coffee and conversation  //  509 Forest Ave. 
 10:15 am   HopeGateWay Kids  //  509 Forest Ave. 
 11:00 am Worship Celebration  //  509 Forest Ave. 
 5:00 pm Dinner Church  //  185 High Street   
Share the love… Invite a friend to join you next Sunday! 
 
Gifts of the Dark Wood  
Worship Series for the Season of Lent continues today 
Our Lenten worship series is based on Eric Elnes’ book, Gifts 
of the Dark Wood — an invitation to find the fierce beauty and 
astonishing blessing that exists within experiences that most 
of us fear but none of us can avoid — experiences like 
uncertainty, emptiness, being thunderstruck, getting lost, and 
temptation. Lent is a season of 40 days (plus six Sundays!) 
for intentional self-reflection and recommitment — an 
opportunity for taking inventory of our lives, as preparation for 
Holy Week and Easter. Invite a friend to join you for worship 
next Sunday, and make a commitment to be with us each 
Sunday during the Season of Lent. 
 
HopeGateWay Dinner Church  
Every Sunday at 5 pm at our 185 High Street site 
Community. Candles. Communion. Join us for dinner and 
interactive worship around the tables every Sunday at 5 pm. 
Tonight’s meal: Pasta Bar! Bring a favorite pasta topping or a 
side dish to share! To get connected, contact our High Street 
Site Pastor, Ben Yosua-Davis: ben@hopegateway.com. 
 
We’re Glad You’re Our Neighbor Lawn Signs 
We have a few remaining 3-color, double-sided, 18x24” 
corrugated plastic signs with the message “No matter where 
you are from, we’re glad you’re our neighbor” in Spanish, 
English, and Arabic (coming soon in French, English, and 
Arabic), with wire stakes for lawn (or snow bank!) display. $10 
each or 5 for $40. Purchase yours today, and pick up a few 
extras for neighbors and friends. Please spread the word! 
 
HopeGateWay Kids  |  Sundays at 10:15 am 
Kids grades K-5 are invited for fun, multi-sensory, interactive 
explorations of the Bible and concepts of faith through 
storytelling, music, art, and service — every Sunday between 
the two morning worship gatherings, at 10:15 am in Rooms  
3-4 in the classroom wing. 

 

Today is UMCOR Sunday 
formerly known as One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday   
Today we’ll receive a special offering to support the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) as they serve on 
our behalf all around the world, caring for people affected by 
poverty, natural disaster, and violence. Please give as you  
are able. Your special gift will make a world of difference! 
 
Meeting to share the vision for a Youth Group 
Today at 12:45 pm  |  HopeGateWay / 509 Forest Ave. 
We are moving forward with Woodfords Congregational 
Church and Trinity Episcopal Church with plans to hire a part-
time Youth Coordinator and develop a collaborative Youth 
Group, initially for 8th-12th graders, with occasional events for 
5th-7th graders. Youth, parents, and anyone who’s interested, 
please stay for a meeting with folks from these neighboring 
churches to learn more, share thoughts, and ask questions! 
 
Interfaith Advocacy Days 
This Monday & Tuesday, March 27-28  |  Augusta 
The Maine Council of Churches and partners will offer a two-
day, in-depth advocacy training on issues of hunger, health 
care, homelessness, and climate justice, ending with an 
opportunity to visit the State House. $20 includes lunch both 
days. Talk to Allen or Sara today if you want to go! 
 
Believe. Belong. Be in Service. 
An Invitation to embrace our Community Practices 
Next Sunday, April 2  |  9 am & 11 am 
Next week during worship, we’ll invite you to express your 
commitment to God and to the HopeGateWay community by 
signing your name to our 2017 Community Practices 
commitment wall. This is an annual practice – an opportunity 
to say yes to prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness — 
yes to God — and yes to HopeGateWay! Please make sure 
you’re with us for worship next Sunday. 
 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors: Collecting White Socks 
On Holy Thursday, Portland clergy will be washing feet and 
assisting with the foot clinic at Preble Street Resource Center. 
Until April 9, we’re collecting white unisex socks (new) to be 
given to Preble Street guests on Holy Thursday. 
 
Support the Guatemala Mission Team 
Chris Guido is part of a Medical Mission Team heading to 
Guatemala next month. Until April 2, we’re receiving financial 
donations to buy vitamins and medications in bulk. Give on 
Sunday in the designated basket, or give online. Your help will 
make a big difference in the wellbeing of sisters and brothers 
who have extremely limited access to healthcare. 

185 High Street 
509 Forest Avenue 
Portland, ME 04101 
207.899.2435 
 



For your calendar: Holy Week & Easter at HopeGateWay 
• Palm / Passion Sunday  |  Sunday, April 9      

9 am, 11 am & 5 pm  //  We remember Jesus’ final 
days and begin our journey through Holy Week. 

• Holy Thursday  |  Thursday, April 13 
 5:30 pm  //  Potluck Dinner & Worship at Trinity  

Episcopal Church (580 Forest Ave). Bring a main dish,  
side dish, salad, or dessert to share if you can. 

• Good Friday  |  Friday, April 14 
  6:30 pm  //  Good Friday Worship at 509 Forest Ave. 

 Quiet, candlelight worship, recalling Jesus’ crucifixion 
• Easter Vigil  |  Saturday, April 15 

7 pm  //  A community celebration on the eve of Easter   
at St. Luke’s Episcopal Cathedral (143 State St.) 

• Easter Sunday  |  Sunday, April 16 
 9 am, 11 am & 5 pm  //  Easter Worship Celebrations  

 New life! New hope! New joy! Invite a friend! 
 
Summer Camp opportunities: Camp Mechuwana! 
Think summer! Our United Methodist Camp in Winthrop offers 
outstanding camping opportunities – creative arts, sports, 
swimming, boating, and always a chance to make new friends 
and encounter God in nature! www.mechuwana.org.  
 
Parking at 509 Forest Avenue  
We have underground parking, weeknights after 5 pm and 
weekends. Enter at the access ramp just beyond Portland 
Ballet / Casco Bay Movers. At the keypad, enter this: 1101* 
 
Ongoing Groups: Pick up a calendar for details! 
• Four Facts / CA   Sun., 11 am // 185 High  
• Drumming Circle  1st Mon. / 3rd Fri., 7 pm  // 509 Forest 
• Prayer Shawl Knitting Group  1st & 3rd Mon.,1:30 pm  //  

509 Forest 
• Mother’s 12-step Meeting   Mon., 8 pm // 185 High 
• Women’s Food Conduct   Tue., 5:45 pm // 509 Forest 
• Step Sisters / women’s Big Book   Tues., 7 pm  //  

509 Forest 
• Divine Guidance Group   Tues., 7 pm  // 185 High  
• Chapter 2 / AA   Wed., 7 pm // 509 Forest 
• Bible Study   Thur., 10:15-11:30 am // 75 State Street 
• Ladies Night / CA   Thur., 7:30 pm // 509 Forest 
• SLAA / Augustine Fellowship   Fri., 6:30 pm women’s 

addiction recovery support group // 509 Forest 
• Late Night Faith / AA   Fri., 9 pm // 185 High  
• SLAA / Augustine Fellowship   Sat., 8:30 am men’s 

addiction recovery support group // 185 High 
• Out of the Dark / Candlelight CA  Sat., 6 pm // 185 High 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Lead Pastors  
Rev. Allen Ewing-Merrill   allen@hopegateway.com 
Rev. Sara Ewing-Merrill sara@hopegateway.com 
 

Site Pastor – 185 High Street 
Ben Yosua-Davis            ben@hopegateway.com 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Liz Leuthner            liz@hopegateway.com 
 

Musician 
Kelly Muse  kelly@hopegateway.com 
 

Minister of Arts 
Rev. Priscilla Dreyman revdrey@aol.com 
 

Childcare provider 
Keera Swan  childcare@hopegateway.com 
 

Office Hours:   Tue-Thu: 11am-2pm; Fri: 11:30am- 2pm 
 

Doing justice  �  Loving kindness  �  Walking humbly with God 

Consider Electronic Giving  |  hopegateway.com/give 
Our ministry depends on your generosity. Consider setting up 
a weekly or monthly recurring gift using our online giving 
system – either as a transfer from your checking account or 
with a credit or debit card. Visit www.hopegateway.com and 
click on “Give.” Questions? Talk to Allen or Sara.  
 
Community Meals at HopeGateWay  | 185 High St. 
Lunch every Tuesday  |  Dinner every Thursday   
Through a partnership with Wayside Food Programs, we 
serve free community meals at HopeGateWay – dinner 
Thursdays at 5:30 pm, and lunch Tuesdays at noon. Since we 
began in 2010, we’ve served more than 44,000 meals to 
thousands of guests. Can you help serve this week? 
 

Prayer and Care 

Anita LaPointe – Evelyn Johnson Moore’s sister 
Our elected leaders – for bold, justice-seeking leadership 
Federal government employees under tremendous pressure 
Those who struggle with anxiety and depression 
The elderly and vulnerable people who rely on assistance 
Muslim sisters and brothers experiencing persecution 
Refugees – especially those experiencing bigotry and hatred 
Civility, peace, wisdom, and hope for the U.S. and the world 
Family Promise – emerging ministry with homeless families 
Portland’s Jewish Community Center – recent bomb threat 
The people of Aleppo, Syria 
All who are looking for employment or housing 
Our Dinner Church worship gathering at 185 High Street 
Dana Guitard – Geraldine’s son, living with cancer 
Ed Saxby – living with cancer, and Jill Saxby, his caregiver 
Rich Haslip – treatments for cancer  
Emile Uwimana – complications with diabetes 
An end to racism and gun violence 
Family, friends and active addicts affected by addiction 
Angela – Randy Cathcart’s ex-wife – cancer treatments 
The transgender community – experiencing persecution 
For healing, justice, and peace in Burundi and Syria 
Fred & Irma Baker – health concerns, recent transition 
Teresa Lefebvre – health concerns 
Shasta Beane – living with Parkinson’s Disease 
Peace in Rwanda, DR Congo, Burundi, and Angola 
 
Hospitality 
Mar. 26 Cassie & Steve Moon and Christa Erde 
Apr. 2 Wesley By the Sea folks 
 

Counters  
Mar. 26 Alexis Ninteretse & Julia Hazel 
Apr. 2 Jean Luc Habimana & TBA 
 

Childcare Assistants 
Mar. 26 TBA 
Apr. 2 TBA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     HopeGateWay 
     an open & affirming community 

     Our Reconciling Statement 
 

We worship an inclusive and loving God, who calls all 
persons into relationship, both with God and with 
neighbor. In response to this love, demonstrated most 
perfectly in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves as an open 
and affirming community, welcoming and celebrating 
people of all races, gender identities, sexual orientations, 
abilities, economic situations, and social statuses. 


